
HOW FOSSIL FUEL EXPANSION  

DEPENDS ON BIG BANK FINANCE

WALL STREET'S
DirtiestDirtiestSECRET



3W A L L S T R E E T ' S  D I R T I E S T  S E C R E T       

TABLE OF CONTENTS
2

3

4

5

6

INTRODUCTION

THE CLIMATE MATH DOESN’T ADD UP

LOCKED IN

THE HUMAN RIGHTS CASE AGAINST EXPANSION

SPOTLIGHT: U.S. BANKS FUND POLITICAL AND 
CLIMATE CHAOS IN MYANMAR

DEFINING EXPANSION

WALL STREET’S TOP FOSSIL CLIENTS
ARE MAJOR EXPANDERS

THE BIG SIX U.S. BANKS’ TOP FOSSIL EXPANDING 

CLIENTS

MIDSTREAM EXPANSION

SELECT PIPELINE EXPANDING COMPANIES

SPOTLIGHT: U.S. GULF COAST COMMUNITIES

FIGHT LNG EXPANSION

A SNAIL’S RACE

DEMANDS

APPENDIX

9

10

11

13

14

15

Wall Street's Dirtiest Secret has been endorsed by Indigenous Environmental Network, Giniw Collective, 
Mazaska Talks, BankTrack, Healthy Gulf, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, Oil Change International, Reclaim Finance, 
Sierra Club, The Sunrise Project, Urgewald and The Vessel Project of Louisiana.

DISCLAIMER: The authors believe the information in this report comes from reliable sources and that the data analysis is sound, but do not 

guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or correctness of any of the information or analysis. The authors disclaim any liability arising from use of 

this report and its contents. Nothing herein shall constitute or be construed as an offering of investment advice. You should determine on your own 

whether you agree with the content of this document and any information or data provided.

Publication Date: November 2022
PHOTO: Shawna Foster / RAN

WALL STREET'S
DirtiestDirtiestSECRET

HOW FOSSIL FUEL EXPANSION  

DEPENDS ON BIG BANK FINANCE

Researched and Written by:

April Merleaux

Jason Opeña Disterhoft

Report Design:

Julianne Angus 

Toben DIlworth

Production Support:

Aditi Sen, Ruth Breech, Elana Sulakshana, Caleb Schwartz, 

Kelly Trout, Katrin Ganswindt, Shawna Foster, Bree Flory, 

Paddy McCully, Henrieke Buitjin, Adèle Shraiman, and 

Alison Kirsch

PHOTO: starry-sky-visual / shutterstock

COVER PHOTOS: Dmitriy Kuzmichev / shutterstock; Shawna Foster / RAN; Marcio Jose Bastos Silva/ shutterstockBankingonClimateChaos.org



LOCKED IN 

Once an oil, gas, or coal resource is developed, or a piece of fossil infrastructure is built, there is a very strong incentive to fully extract 
it, or run it to the end of its economic life. New investments now risk locking in emissions or becoming stranded assets over the long 
term.12 Fatih Birol, head of the International Energy Agency, argues that new fossil fuel projects “are not the solution to our urgent 
energy security needs and they will lock in fossil fuel use.”13 

The upshot is clear: ending expansion of fossil fuel supply and demand are both necessary conditions for limiting climate change 
to 1.5°C.

Financial institutions should recognize the imperative to end fossil expansion, and should scrutinize their portfolios and clients to exclude 
those who are pushing the world past 1.5°C. Now is the time for a managed transition away from fossil fuels, and banks should refocus 
their lending and underwriting to secure a decarbonized future.

The top 60 banks by assets globally together  
provided $1.3 trillion to the top 100 companies  

expanding fossil fuels between 2016-2021. 

The Big 6 U.S. banks provided 33% of that funding to the top 
100 expanders, about $445 billion.4 

Bank of America • JPMorgan • Chase • Citi  

Wells Fargo • Morgan Stanley •  Goldman Sachs
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THE CLIMATE MATH DOESN'T ADD UP 
Fossil expansion is a clear litmus-test for assessing the seriousness of banks’ net zero commitments because of the hard but 
unavoidable carbon math, both on the supply side and the demand side. 

On the supply side, potential emissions from oil, gas, and coal currently in developed fields – the wells already drilled, the mines 
already dug, and fossil supplies already coming out of the ground – take the world well past 1.5°C of warming and jeopardize the 
well-below 2°C limit.5 If the world ended coal production tomorrow – which we are far from doing – potential emissions just from the 
oil and gas fields already in production could exhaust the carbon budget for 1.5°C.6 This is to say nothing about the much larger 
quantities of undeveloped reserves that oil, gas, and coal companies already own. To limit climate change to 1.5°C, we need to stop 
creating new fossil fuel reserves – no more exploration, appraisal, and development – and phase out some of those already in 
production.7 

This is the basic motivation for the International Energy Agency’s 2021 
recommendations in its Net-Zero Emissions scenario: no new oil and gas 
fields, no new coal mines.8 

The same argument applies on the energy demand side. Much of the 
infrastructure the global economy relies on – power plants, factories, 
buildings, vehicles, machinery, and ships – is fossil-fueled and will continue 
emitting greenhouse gasses as long as it is in use. Short of large-scale 
retrofitting, committed emissions from existing and proposed fossil-fueled 
infrastructure will heat the world well past 1.5°C.9 This finding motivated the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to call for an end to 
fossil expansion in its most recent assessment report: “Estimates of future CO2 
emissions from existing fossil fuel infrastructures already exceed remaining 
cumulative net CO2 emissions in pathways limiting warming to 1.5°C with no 
or limited overshoot (high confidence).”10

Current expansion project proposals sometimes claim to be green, but these claims are based on false solutions including offsets 
and carbon capture and sequestration. Neither option has a proven track record in substantially reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
at the scale needed to address the climate crisis.11

“If governments are 
serious about the climate 

crisis, there can be no new 
investments in oil, gas and coal, 

from now – from this year.”

- Fatih Birol, Executive 
Director of the IEA, May 2021

INTRODUCTION
The world’s climate and energy scientists have set forth a clear mandate: in order to maintain a livable planet and prevent the 
global average temperature from increasing more than 1.5° Celsius, we must rapidly and dramatically decrease greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

To meet this goal, the vast majority of oil, gas, and coal must stay in the ground. We must phase out production of some oil and gas 
reserves before they are fully exploited. We must stop building new infrastructure that relies on fossil fuels. 

Fossil fuel expansion is an important litmus test for the seriousness of banks’ climate commitments. In 2021, over 100 banks signed 
on to the Net Zero Banking Alliance, thereby committing to achieving net zero emissions by 2050, transparent emissions reporting, 
and interim targets for a transition to a low carbon future. But virtually every single one of the world’s top banks by assets continues to 
fund fossil fuel expansion.1 

Many banks justify business-as-usual financing to their fossil fuel clients by assuring the public that they are working with their clients 
to transition away from fossil fuels. But global banks’ top fossil fuel clients amount to a rogues’ gallery of bad actors. The clients – 
including Exxon, Saudi Aramco, BP, Shell, and TotalEnergies – not only are not transitioning away from fossil fuels, these companies 
are some of the world’s biggest expanders. Analysis by Oil Change International shows that pledges and plans from the top oil & 
gas companies are “grossly insufficient” and do not align with the Paris agreement.2

Financial institutions play a crucial role in driving – or stopping – climate change. Yet banks’ current commitments simply do not 
align with a  credible pathway to limiting global temperature increase to below 1.5° Celsius.3 Instead they are blowing up the global 
carbon budget.



“I believe we have the chance to make this 
a historic turning point to a  

cleaner and more secure energy system.”

- Fatih Birol, IEA24 

Banks have a unique responsibility and opportunity to create a clear criteria for corporate clients, including the largest fossil fuel 
expansion companies. Screening criteria for fossil fuel expansion should apply to project and corporate finance for companies 
working upstream, midstream, and downstream in the oil, gas, and coal sectors.25  Expansion is defined as:

OIL AND GAS:
 » Capital expenditure for exploration and/or appraisal of new oil and gas fields

 » Finance for near-term expansion through field evaluation and/or resource development activities

 » Opening currently undeveloped oil and gas reserves for extraction

 » New or expanded pipelines, LNG terminals or other midstream infrastructure including those located on greenfield  

 and brownfield sites 

 » New or expanded oil or gas-fired power, refineries or other downstream infrastructure

COAL:
 » New or expanded coal mines

 » New or expanded coal-fired power

 » New or expanded other coal infrastructure

Banks should not consider any coal, oil, or gas projects which had not yet received a Final Investment Decision by the end of 2021. 
These are, by definition, expansion projects and are incompatible with the IEA’s Net Zero Emissions scenario.26  They are unnecessary 
and pose a high risk of becoming stranded assets.
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DEFINING EXPANSION

THE HUMAN RIGHTS CASE AGAINST 
EXPANSION 
Frontline communities and Indigenous land and water defenders have been demanding an end to fossil fuel expansion for 
decades.14 They point out the damage fossil expansion causes to communities, human health, and local environments, in addition 
to the harmful climate impacts of new extraction and infrastructure. Low-income people of color and Indigenous communities are 
most likely to feel the negative impacts of fossil expansion, just as they are likely to experience climate impacts sooner and with 
greater intensity.15

Climate catastrophe is reaching all parts of the globe and will continue to intensify. Flooding in Pakistan killed over 1,000 people 
and displaced hundreds of thousands that lost homes in 2022. The unprecedented storms and rainfall are causing billions of dollars 
in damage.16 Hurricanes and tropical storms left the entire commonwealth of Puerto Rico without electricity. Along with Floridians, 
they are again suffering the damages of Tropical Storm Ian. Extreme weather, including fires, flooding, freezes, higher temperatures, 
crop failures, and additional climate impacts will continue to intensify as global temperatures increase. Those on the frontlines of these 
disasters are also those who have contributed the least to climate change.

It is critical to keep fossil fuels in the ground and forests intact to limit the global temperature increase. Indigenous communities can 
and should be entrusted with the protection of the land and water that are both sacred to them and crucial for planetary survival. Yet 
many fossil fuel expansion projects are sited in Indigenous communities, and the companies are riding roughshod over them. The right 
to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) by Indigenous Peoples is established in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and accepted as a human rights standard in international business. Banks that have signed on to the Equator 
Principles are bound to screen clients and projects for human rights and environmental impacts. Many fossil fuel expansion plans 
would not pass a rigorous Equator Principles screening. 

SPOTLIGHT:  
U.S. Banks Fund Political and Climate Chaos in Myanmar
Evidence from frontline communities globally shows that fossil fuel projects amplify human rights abuses and that the companies & 
groups profiting from them operate with scant accountability. In February 2021, the Myanmar military staged an illegal attempted 
coup and has since waged a brutal campaign of human rights violations and repression.17 Backed by a steady flow of funds from 
oil and gas projects, including pipelines between Myanmar and China, the junta has benefited from its ties to global oil and gas 
companies and the banks that support them.18 Gas exported to Thailand and China earned the junta $800 million between April 
and July  2022.19 A case study by Rainforest Action Network, BankTrack, and local partners followed an oil and a gas pipeline from 
Rakhine State to Yunnan, China.20 They heard from local groups that entire villages have been displaced and live in fear of pipeline 
explosions and environmental destruction. They also fear injury from the landmines the military has set near the pipelines.21 The 
project is operated by a subsidiary of the China National Petroleum Corporation. The oil pipeline is owned by the CNPC subsidiary 
and state-owned enterprise Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) and the gas pipeline is owned by those entities plus POSCO, 
GAIL, Korea Gas Corporation (KOGAS) and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC).22 

Between 2016-2021 KOGAS, CNPC, ONGC, and POSCO received $1.7 B from Citi, $1.3 B from Goldman Sachs, $549 M from 
Bank of America, and $383 M from JPMorgan Chase.23 

PHOTO: Dmitriy Kuzmichev / shutterstock

PHOTO: Blood Money Campaign
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#4 new reserve developer
#7 explorer for new reserves
7.4 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$1,616 M 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

Major Permian Basin fracker
#8 explorer for new reserves
0.8 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$1,227 million 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

#3 new reserve developer (8% of all new reserves)
#6 explorer for new reserves
15.2 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$1,881 million 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

#10 new reserve developer
#13 explorer for new reserves
3.2 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$939 million 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

#11 explorer for new reserves
0.6 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$1,058 million 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

#9 new reserve developer
#3 explorer for new reserves
#7 developer of new LNG terminals
$3.8 billion BOE* under development in 2021
$2,437 million 3-year average CapEx on exploration for new reserves

THE BIG SIX U.S. BANKS’ 
TOP FOSSIL EXPANDING CLIENTS

TOTAL FINANCING  
FROM THE  BIG 6 U.S. BANKS  

2016-202127 
EXPANSION ACTIVITIES28 

$55.4 B

$30.8 B

$25.8 B

$25.2 B

$23.2 B

$22.8 B

COMPANY

B = BILLIONS USD
BOE = BARRELS OF OIL EQUIVALENT

WALL STREET’S TOP FOSSIL CLIENTS  
ARE MAJOR EXPANDERS
Wall Street banks’ current financing practices are driving business-as-usual fossil expansion. Wall Street’s top fossil clients are all 
major fossil fuel expanders. See Appendix.

According to the Global Oil & Gas Exit List, upstream oil and gas expansion is remarkably concentrated: the top 20 expanding 
companies are responsible for more than half of the resources under development and exploration for new reserves.29 The Big 6 
U.S. banks are responsible for $306 billion of the financing received by these 20 companies since Paris, 44% of the financing those 
companies received from the top 60 banks globally.

Between 2016-2021 the Big 6 U.S. banks provided $222 billion of financing to the Top 30 global fracked gas companies 
and $22 billion to the Top 30 global tar sands companies.30 

The world’s largest oil, gas, and coal companies are making record profits even as they drive the climate further into 
chaos.31 Oil and gas earnings also contrast sharply with companies’ poor record in the race to net zero. Oil Change 
International analyzed the climate policies of eight major global companies against a set of minimum benchmarks that 
would align those policies with a credible 1.5°C scenario. They found these eight companies – BP, Chevron, Eni, Equinor, 
ExxonMobil, Repsol, Shell, and TotalEnergies – were involved in more than 200 near-term expansion projects and their 
policies overall are “grossly insufficient.”32 A recent Congressional investigation found that 10 of the biggest oil & gas 
companies have been systematically underreporting their emissions.33 

PHOTOS: Rally against Rio Grande LNG and Cork LNG at the Port of Cork, Ireland in 2019;  Shawna Foster / RAN
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ExxonMobil has received $55.8 billion in financing from the Big U.S. Banks since 2016. ExxonMobil is 
engaged in a massive expansion of fossil fuel extraction.34 Amongst the largest companies globally, 
they are:

#4 new reserve developer
#7 new reserve explorer 
#17 new LNG terminal developer 

They are developing a whopping 4% of all new reserves, including oil offshore of Guyana and 
fracking in the Southwestern U.S. Permian Basin.

ExxonMobil, together with Eni, is planning to develop the Rovuma LNG project  which will extract, 
liquefy, and market $15.2 million tonnes of natural gas per year from Northern Mozambique. In a 
region already experiencing violent insurgency, the displacement from fossil fuel expansion is creating 
a security nightmare for those on the frontlines.35

ExxonMobil reported record revenue in the first half of 2022: $115.6 billion compared to $67.7 billion 
at the same time in 2021.36 

MIDSTREAM EXPANSION
Developers of a slate of proposed Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) export terminals and pipelines carrying methane gas in North 
America and globally are looking to banks to finance their massive expansion projects. The Russian invasion of the Ukraine in 
February 2022 reinvigorated plans for new LNG export facilities, projects which had stalled in the face of community resistance 
and market uncertainty. Proposed export terminals are unlikely to offset near term energy shortages since these multi-billion dollar 
projects take 3-5 years to complete.37 They would lock in additional decades of fossil fuel dependency. Every one of these proposed 
facilities, and the associated pipelines, should be classified as fossil fuel expansion. They are unneeded, unwanted, and uneconomic.

SPOTLIGHT: ExxonMobil

USA

QATAR, USA

CHINA

CHINA, PAKISTAN, RUSSIA, 

MOZAMBIQUE 

MEXICO, USA

NIGERIA, TANZANIA, AUSTRALIA, 

INDONESIA, CANADA

IRELAND, USA, MEXICO,

BRAZIL, NICARAGUA

USA, RUSSIA, MEXICO, NIGERIA, 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, BENIN, 

MOZAMBIQUE

INDIA, CHILE, AUSTRALIA

USA

75.6

58.9

28.9

26.5

26.2

25.3

25.2

23.2

22.6

21

333.5 MTPA

540.8

77.7

12376.2

9337.4

531.4

557.5

0

928

0

33.8

24384 KM

$5.5 B

$6.2 B

$7.9 B

$1.5 B

$24.5 B

$22.9 B

$4 B

$13 B

$0.1 B

$9 B

$94.5 B

TOP 10 COMPANIES EXPANDING  
LNG EXPORT TERMINALS GLOBALLY

EXPANSION COUNTRIES

ANNUAL LNG 
CAPACITY 

UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT 

IN MTPA 

LENGTH OF 
PIPELINES 

UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT 

IN KM38

COMPANIES

TOTAL 
FINANCING 

FROM THE BIG 
6 U.S. BANKS 
2016-202139

VENTURE GLOBAL LNG

QATAR ENERGY

CHINA PETROLEUM & CHEMICAL CORP. 

(SINOPEC CORP)

CHINA NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORP.

SEMPRA ENERGY

SHELL

NEW FORTRESS ENERGY

TOTALENERGIES SE

HÖEGH LNG HOLDINGS

CHENIERE ENERGY INC

GRAND TOTALS

MTPA = MEGATONS PER ANNUM
B = BILLIONS USD
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$26,364,668,124

JPMORGAN CHASE
WELLS FARGO

BANK OF AMERICA
CITI

Developing more than 1,800 km 
of new pipelines.

This includes the destructive, 
rights-violating Coastal GasLink 
pipeline, without the consent of 
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs 

to build on their land.

$20,916,333,242

CITI
WELLS FARGO

BANK OF AMERICA
JPMORGAN CHASE
MORGAN STANLEY

Developing almost 1,200 km 
of new pipelines.

Behind the destructive new Line 3 
pipeline, built without the consent 

of the Anishinaabe, which is allowing 
expanded extraction of tar sands 

oil upstream.

U.S. GULF COAST COMMUNITIES FIGHT 
LNG EXPANSION
In the United States, Gulf Coast communities have endured pollution from the oil and gas industry for generations, and those on the 
frontlines are resisting fossil expansion now.40 The region is already experiencing the devastation brought by climate change-induced 
sea level rise, intensified hurricanes, and higher storm surges. More than 16 LNG export facilities have received federal permits since 
2015, in addition to eight LNG terminals already in operation, all connected to a maze of hazardous pipelines carrying fracked 
gas.41 These are risky, unnecessary investments unlikely to produce anything but stranded assets and contaminated communities.42 
Many of the proposed facilities are planned for “greenfield” sites – previously undeveloped coastal land – which play a crucial role in 
mitigating storm surge, sheltering wildlife, and providing recreational opportunities. Worse, many are located in environmental justice 
communities already overburdened with toxic infrastructure and related health burdens.43 

United Nations human rights experts have condemned “further industrialization of so-called ‘Cancer Alley’ in the southern United 
States, known for its pollution-emitting chemical plants,” describing continued industrial expansion as a form of environmental 
racism.44 

Nonetheless, major U.S. banks continue to finance the biggest LNG expanders. The six largest US banks have poured $44.6 billion 
into LNG between 2016-2021.45 Morgan Stanley is the world’s largest banker of LNG, and has poured $13 billion into LNG projects 
and companies since 2016, 55% more than the second-place bank.46

A new player in the list of top global expanders in 2021 is Venture Global, a company aggressively building out LNG infrastructure in 
coastal Louisiana. Venture Global began operating the Calcasieu Pass LNG facility in January 2022, located in Cameron Parish. 
Sited on wetlands near the Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, the facility has already sustained damage from Hurricane Laura while 
under construction.47 Local activists have documented near constant flaring and under-reported accidents during the first 
90 days of operation.48 

Venture Global is developing another plant in Cameron Parish – CP2 LNG, also on a greenfield site – and two in Plaquemines Parish – 
Plaquemines LNG, already under construction, and Delta LNG. If completed, the estimated annual greenhouse gas emissions for these four 
terminals would be 447 MMT CO2e/yr, the equivalent of 120 coal fired power plants.49 Plaquemines LNG and Delta LNG are sited on some of 
the most precarious land on the gulf coast, land which has flooded five times since 2005, in every major hurricane.50 And these are just a few 
of the LNG facilities operating or under development on the Louisiana coast.51 

SPOTLIGHT: 
The Rio Grande Valley, Texas
Two proposed LNG export terminals in the coastal ports of Texas’ Rio Grande Valley face sustained opposition from local 
communities. Rio Grande Valley LNG and Texas LNG, along with the Rio Bravo pipeline, would transform greenfield sites near the 
Port of Brownsville into industrial-scale export hubs complete with storage tanks, flare stacks, and explosion risks.52 Local activists 
won a major legal victory in 2021, requiring federal regulators to re-evaluate the environmental justice and climate impacts of the 
proposed build-out.53 The terminals would be situated in a community that is 94% Hispanic or Latinx, 80% Spanish speaking, and 
in which nearly 28% of the population lives in poverty.54 The region already struggles with major health disparities, and is at high risk 
from climate change impacts.55 What’s more, the proposed Texas LNG facility would be located on the Garcia Pasture, an ancestral 
burial site of the Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe listed by the World Monuments Fund as endangered and irreplaceable.56 The United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples demands protection of sacred sites and indigenous cultural resources.57 

Texas LNG did not consult the Carrizo Comecrudo tribe, native to the South Texas Rio Grande Delta, and therefore did not obtain 
their Free Prior Informed Consent. 

PHOTO: Toben Dilworth / RAN

PHOTO: Sand sculpture on South Padre Island, TX by Sandy Feet

SELECT PIPELINE EXPANDING COMPANIES

FOR THESE TOXIC PROJECTS

FINANCING FROM 

FOR THESE TOXIC PROJECTS

FINANCING FROM 
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* Figures are from 2019-2021

“Net zero means a huge decline in the use of fossil fuels.” 

 – IEA, Net Zero by 2050:  
A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector (2021)

PHOTOS: Rebekah Hinojosa ;  Ethan Nuss / RAN

 » No direct financing for projects that expand fossil fuels
 » No corporate finance for any company expanding fossil fuels

A SNAIL’S RACE
Since 2021, all 6 major US banks have joined the Net-Zero Banking Alliance.58 In doing so, they committed to net-zero emissions by 
2050 and to publishing interim emissions reductions targets for 2030 for their highest-emitting sectors. But these banks are entering 
the race to zero at a snail’s pace and their policies and practices remain vague. Current commitments do not go far enough to 
mitigate climate chaos.59

A growing climate finance movement including shareholders and high net worth individuals affirms that banks must stop financing 
expansion of fossil fuels. 

The Race to Zero updated its criteria in June 2022 with a further modification to its Implementation Guide in September this year. All 
members of the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ) and its Net-Zero Banking Alliance should align with those Race to 
Zero criteria.60  The criteria now state that “Each Race to Zero member shall phase out its development, financing, and facilitation of 
new unabated fossil fuel assets, including coal, in line with appropriate global, science-based scenarios.”61

The Oxford Sustainable Finance Group concludes that “apart from projects already in existence or approved for development in 
2021, the development of new oil, natural gas, and coal reserves is not required.”62 

The Science Based Targets Initiative states that in setting net zero targets, financial institutions should “end financing of any and all 
new fossil fuel exploration and production.”63

Yet, the top six U.S. banks barely address expansion in their net zero commitments, 2030 targets, or sectoral policies. Among the big 
six Wall Street banks, Citi will no longer “onboard any new clients with plans to expand coal-fired generation” – a limited step toward 
ruling out financing for fossil expansion.64 No other Wall Street peer has any policy explicitly ruling out financing for any category of 
fossil fuel expansion companies. 

Five out of six banks’ 2030 targets fail to cover midstream oil and gas even though their biggest fossil clients – TC Energy, Enbridge, 
Sempra and Venture Global – focus on expansion of pipelines and LNG terminals. Qatar Energy, Shell, Exxon and BP are major 
expanders of LNG. Only Morgan Stanley includes midstream in the scope of its 2030 oil and gas portfolio target. 

The Net-Zero Banking Alliance was a first step. The fact that all 6 major U.S. banks have committed to net-zero financed emissions 
by 2050 should compel them to end support for fossil expansion. Banks must take the very real risks and impacts of climate chaos 
seriously. They owe it to their clients, to their shareholders, and to themselves not to back down now. Frontline communities already 
ravaged by climate chaos are counting on it. 

Between 2019 and 2021, four major U.S. banks – 
Bank of America, JP Morgan Chase, Morgan Stanley, 
and Goldman Sachs – provided Venture Global with 
$4.5 billion in financing to expand their operations.

STOP FINANCING FOSSIL FUEL EXPANSION PHOTO: Shawna Foster / RAN
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DEMANDS

Banks must develop a comprehensive framework for stopping the financing 
of fossil fuel expansion in line with limiting warming to below 1.5°C and 
ensuring that the rights of Indigenous peoples and local communities are 
fully protected. To do so, banks must:

 
 » Establish clear and transparent criteria to screen clients for fossil fuel expansion and human rights  

 impacts, including impacts to Indigenous peoples.  

 » Immediately exclude financing for any project that involves fossil fuel expansion, as defined below.  

 » Immediately exclude financing for new clients with short or long term fossil fuel expansion plans. 

 » Develop and publish a time-bound plan to cease finance for current clients that are expanding fossil fuels.  

 » Require all fossil clients to publish plans to wind down fossil fuel operations and respect human rights.  
 The explicit drawdown timeline must be aligned with limiting global warming to 1.5°C.  

 » Develop and publish a credible and time-bound escalation process for clients that refuse to publish or  
 comply with fossil phase out plans, up to and including withdrawing financing from such companies. 

 » Establish a transition plan by 2023 to halve financed emissions by 2030 and zero out financed emissions by  
 2050. Document a short-term path to year-on-year decline in fossil fuel financing.

PHOTO: South Texas Environmental Justice Network float 
at the 2020 Charro Days Parade in Brownsville, TX. 

We define fossil fuel expansion as: capital expenditure for exploration or appraisal of new fossil fuel reserves; 
field evaluation and/or resource development; opening currently undeveloped oil & gas reserves for extraction; 
new or expanded coal mines; new or expanded midstream or downstream infrastructure that incentivizes new 
exploration or extraction, such as pipelines, LNG terminals, refineries, and/or power plants. 

APPENDIX

ExxonMobil

Pioneer Natural Resources

Saudi Aramco

BP

Diamondback Energy

Shell

Petróleo Brasileiro (Petrobras)

Petróleos

Mexicanos (Pemex)

Chevron 

TotalEnergies

ConocoPhillips

EQT Corp.

Equinor

China Petroleum & Chemical Corp. (Sinopec)

Eni Spa

QatarEnergy

Gazprom

Abu Dhabi National Oil Co.

EOG Resources Inc

China National Offshore Oil Co.

Total

U.S.

U.S.

SAUDI ARABIA

U.K.

U.S.

U.K.

BRAZIL

MEXICO

U.S.

FRANCE

U.S.

U.S.

NORWAY

CHINA

ITALY

QATAR

RUSSIA

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

U.S.

CHINA

Top 20 Oil & Gas Companies with Expansion Activities, Ranked by 
Financing from the Big 6 U.S. Banks

HEADQUARTERS

RESOURCES 
UNDER 

DEVELOPMENT / 
FIELD 

EVALUATION 
IN 202165 

EXPLORATION 
CAPEX 3-YEAR 

AVERAGE 
2019–2021 

COMPANY

TOTAL 
FINANCING FROM 

THE BIG 6  
U.S. BANKS  

2016-202166 

*B = BILLIONS BOE 
  M = MILLIONS BOE

7.4 B
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15.2 B

3.2 B

0.6 B

3.8 B

7.2 B

0.4 B

4.0 B

4.3 B

1.9 B

2.4 B

2.7 B

0.7 B

1.9 B

20.1 B

16.7 B

2.9 B

1.9 B

2.6 B

101 B BOE

= 52% of total 
global oil and 
gas resource 
development

$1,616 M

$1,227 M

$1,881 M

$939 M

$1,058 M

$2,437 M

$372 M

$1,912 M

$942 M

$837 M

$767 M

$26 M

$1,168 M

$2,291 M

$619 M

$172 M

$1,174 M

$43 M

$314 M

$2,827 M

$22.6 B USD 

= 44% of total 
global 

exploration 
CapEx

$56 B

$30.8 B

$25.8 B

$25.2 B

$23.2 B

$22.8 B

$18.5 B

$18 B

$17.8 B

$13 B

$11.6 B

$8.9 B

$8.8 B

$7.9 B

$7.7 B

$6.2 B

$4.7 B

$4.3 B

$1.9 B

$1 B

$314 B USD

= 43% of 
funding from the 

Top 60 Global 
Banks for these 

companies
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Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021
Rank
Company
Financing in 2021
Total Financing since 2016
1
Exxon Mobil Corp
 $ 1,111,111,111
 $ 15,330,564,109
2
The Southern Company
 $ 1,101,819,092
 $   6,416,748,645
3
Pilot Corp/US
 $ 1,076,689,457
 $   4,441,263,709
4
Southwest Gas Holdings Inc
 $ 1,013,741,898
 $   1,660,385,308
5
Qatar Energy
 $    944,444,445
 $      944,444,445
6
Enbridge Inc
 $    779,444,058
 $   4,579,454,359

Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021

Exxon Mobil Corp

The Southern Company

Pilot Corp/US

Southwest Gas Holdings Inc

Qatar Energy

Enbridge Inc

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 1,111,111,111

 $ 15,330,564,109

 $ 779,444,058

 $ 4,579,454,359

 $ 944,444,445

 $ 944,444,445

 $ 1,013,741,898

 $ 1,660,385,308

 $ 1,076,689,457

 $ 4,441,263,709

 $ 1,076,689,457

$  1,101,819,092

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021

Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021
Rank
Company
Financing in 2021
Total Financing since 2016
1
Exxon Mobil Corp
 $ 1,111,111,111
 $ 15,330,564,109
2
The Southern Company
 $ 1,101,819,092
 $   6,416,748,645
3
Pilot Corp/US
 $ 1,076,689,457
 $   4,441,263,709
4
Southwest Gas Holdings Inc
 $ 1,013,741,898
 $   1,660,385,308
5
Qatar Energy
 $    944,444,445
 $      944,444,445
6
Enbridge Inc
 $    779,444,058
 $   4,579,454,359

JP Morgan Chase’s biggest fossil clients in 2021

TC Energy Corp

MC Brazil Downstream 
Participacoes SA

Qatar Energy

Ecopetrol SA

Saudi Aramco

Exxon Mobil Corp

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 2,750,000,000

 $ 23,394,834,062

 $ 1,111,111,111

$ 15,330,564,109

 $ 1,214,285,714

$  7,533,981,589

 $ 1,700,000,000

 $  2,366,666,667

$ 1,744,444,445

$ 1,744,444,445

  $ 1,746,834,085

$ 1,746,834,085

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021

Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021
Rank
Company
Financing in 2021
Total Financing since 2016
1
Exxon Mobil Corp
 $ 1,111,111,111
 $ 15,330,564,109
2
The Southern Company
 $ 1,101,819,092
 $   6,416,748,645
3
Pilot Corp/US
 $ 1,076,689,457
 $   4,441,263,709
4
Southwest Gas Holdings Inc
 $ 1,013,741,898
 $   1,660,385,308
5
Qatar Energy
 $    944,444,445
 $      944,444,445
6
Enbridge Inc
 $    779,444,058
 $   4,579,454,359

Citi’s biggest fossil clients in 2021

Qatar Energy

Saudi Aramco

Ecopetrol SA

Enbridge Inc

Abu Dhabi National Oil Co

Exxon Mobil Corp

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 1,744,444,445

 $ 1,744,444,445

 $ 1,111,111,111

$ 15,330,564,109

 $ 1,246,945,771

$   1,371,724,236

  $ 1,427,128,807

 $   7,125,674,038

$ 1,500,000,000

$   1,750,000,000

  $ 1,547,619,047

$   8,922,870,478

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021

Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021
Rank
Company
Financing in 2021
Total Financing since 2016
1
Exxon Mobil Corp
 $ 1,111,111,111
 $ 15,330,564,109
2
The Southern Company
 $ 1,101,819,092
 $   6,416,748,645
3
Pilot Corp/US
 $ 1,076,689,457
 $   4,441,263,709
4
Southwest Gas Holdings Inc
 $ 1,013,741,898
 $   1,660,385,308
5
Qatar Energy
 $    944,444,445
 $      944,444,445
6
Enbridge Inc
 $    779,444,058
 $   4,579,454,359

Goldman Sachs’s biggest fossil clients in 2021

Qatar Energy

National Grid PLC

Pioneer Natural Resources Co

New Fortress Energy In

Hess Corp

Vistra Corp

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 1,744,444,445

 $ 1,744,444,445

 $ 685,925,267

$ 2,872,459,401

$ 700,000,000

$ 3,063,750,000

$ 850,000,000

$ 850,000,000

$ 854,527,777

$ 1,476,656,801

  $  886,539,875

$  1,043,789,794

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021
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Bank of America’s biggest fossil clients in 2021
Rank
Company
Financing in 2021
Total Financing since 2016
1
Exxon Mobil Corp
 $ 1,111,111,111
 $ 15,330,564,109
2
The Southern Company
 $ 1,101,819,092
 $   6,416,748,645
3
Pilot Corp/US
 $ 1,076,689,457
 $   4,441,263,709
4
Southwest Gas Holdings Inc
 $ 1,013,741,898
 $   1,660,385,308
5
Qatar Energy
 $    944,444,445
 $      944,444,445
6
Enbridge Inc
 $    779,444,058
 $   4,579,454,359

Morgan Stanley’s biggest fossil clients in 2021

Venture Global LNG Inc

Exxon Mobil Corp

BP PLC

New Fortress Energy Inc

Santos Ltd

Hess Corp

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 1,677,276,177

 $ 2,422,003,449

 $ 700,000,000

$ 2,813,750,000

$ 781,638,125

$ 1,158,338,567

$ 850,000,000

$ 2,917,252,767

$ 865,614,411

$ 5,051,014,956

  $  1,111,111,111

$  9,444,444,443

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021

Wells Fargo’s  biggest fossil clients in 2021

Diamondback Energy Inc

Tallgrass Energy LP

Enbridge Inc

HollyFrontier Corp

Civitas Resources Inc

CEP III Holdings LLC

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $ 3,914,285,715

 $ 14,197,476,783

 $ 1,087,027,114

$ 1,087,027,114

$ 1,116,363,636

$ 4,590,738,59

$ 1,275,000,000

$ 3,497,777,773

$ 1,473,610,152

$ 5,934,878,195

  $  1,500,000,000

$  6,096,805,600

Rank Company Total Financing since 2016Financing in 2021

ENDNOTES

1   Banking on Climate Chaos 2022, March 2022, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), 
BankTrack, Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN), Oil Change International (OCI), 
Reclaim Finance, Sierra Club, and urgewald.

2   “Big Oil Reality Check — Updated Assessment of Oil and Gas Company Climate 
Plans,” Oil Change International, May 2022.

3   For detailed analysis, see Greg Muttitt and Kelly Trout, “Zeroing In: A Guide for 
the Finance Sector on the IEA’s Net Zero Emissions Scenario and Its Implications 
for Oil and Gas Finance,” Greenpeace, the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD) and Oil Change International, February 2022. On coal expansion, 
see Reclaim Finance, “Coal it a Day: Time for US banks to Stop Banking on Coal 
Expansion,” September 2022. On European banks, see ShareAction, “Oil & Gas 
Expansion a Lose-Lose Bet for Banks and Their Investors,” February 2022.

4   Data drawn from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022.
 
5   Kelly Trout et al., “Existing Fossil Fuel Extraction Would Warm the World Beyond 1.5 
°c,” Environmental Research Letters 17, no. 6 (May 2022). 

6   “Big Oil Reality Check — Updated Assessment of Oil and Gas Company Climate 
Plans,” Oil Change International, May 2022. 

7   Greg Muttitt, “The Sky’s Limit - Why The Paris Climate Goals Require a Managed 
Decline of Fossil Fuel Production,” Oil Change International, September 2016; Kelly 
Trout, “Drilling Towards Disaster: Why U.S. Oil and Gas Expansion Is Incompatible with 
Climate Limits,” Oil Change International, January 2019. 

8   International Energy Agency, Net Zero by 2050: A Roadmap for the Global Energy 
Sector, Revised version, October 2021 (4th revision), p. 102-103.

9   Dan Tong et al., “Committed Emissions from Existing Energy Infrastructure 
Jeopardize 1.5 °c Climate Target,” Nature 572, no. 7769 (August 2019): 373–77. 

10  Minal Patak et al., “Technical Summary,” Climate Change 2022: Mitigation of 
Climate Change. Contribution of Working Group III to the Sixth Assessment Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, P.R. Shukla, et.al. eds., (New York: 
Cambridge University Press), 2022, p. 26; Rebecca Leber, “What’s Really Holding the 
World Back from Stopping Climate Change,” Vox, April 4, 2022. 

11   Oil Change International, Big Oil Reality Check: Assessing Oil And Gas Company 
Climate Plans, DIscussion Paper, September 2020, p. 8-9; Andy Rowell and Lorne 
Stockman, “Carbon Capture: Five Decades of False Hope, Hype, and Hot Air,” Oil 
Change International (blog), June 17, 2021; Carbon Offset Briefer: A LEAF Out of an 
Old Book, Amazon Watch, June 6, 2022. 

12   Carbon Tracker Initiative, Unburnable Carbon: Ten Years On, June 2022. 

13   Fiona Harvey, Matthew Taylor, and Damian Carrington, “Climate Chaos Certain 
If Oil and Gas Mega-Projects Go Ahead, Warns IEA Chief,” The Guardian, May 12, 
2022. 

14   Indigenous Environmental Network, “Indigenous Resistance Against Carbon,” 
August 19, 2021. 

15   Robert Bullard, “I Wrote About This Environmental Injustice Decades Ago. It Hasn’t 
Changed.” The New York Times, June 29, 2021; Dara O’Rourke, Sarah Connolly, 
“Just Oil? The Distribution of Environmental and Social Impacts of Oil Production 
and Consumption,” Annual Review of Environment and Resources, Vol. 28: 587-617, 
November 2003; “Coal Blooded: Putting Profits Before People,” NAACP, November 
2012. 

16   Shah Meer Baloch, “‘We Have No Dry Land Left’: Impact of Pakistan Floods to Be 
Felt for Years,” The Guardian, October 12, 2022. 

17   “Myanmar (Burma),” Human Rights Watch, accessed October 5, 2022. 

18   “Nine International Banks Invest Over US$24 Billion in Companies Linked to Myan-
mar Regime and Atrocities,” Banktrack, May 27 2021. 

19   “Myanmar Brings in $800 Mln from April-July Gas Exports,” Reuters, August 25, 
2022. 

20   See 18 

21   Chan Yuth, “Myanmar Junta Lays Landmines Around Chinese-Backed Pipelines,” 
The Irrawaddy, January 21, 2022. 

22   CNPC, “Overview of the Myanmar-China Oil & Gas Pipelines,” accessed October 
10, 2022. 

23   Financing figures from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022. 

24   Fiona Harvey, Matthew Taylor, and Damian Carrington, “Climate Chaos Certain 
If Oil and Gas Mega-Projects Go Ahead, Warns IEA Chief,” The Guardian, May 12, 
2022. 

25   Greg Muttitt, “The Sky’s Limit - Why The Paris Climate Goals Require a Managed 
Decline of Fossil Fuel Production,” Oil Change International, September 2016; urge-
wald, Global Oil & Gas Exit List, November 4, 2021, Methodology. 

26   Insure Our Future, “Insure Our Future 2022 Demands to the Insurance Industry,” Insure 
Our Future Global (blog), March 10, 2022. 

27   Financing figures from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022. 

28   Resource development and CapEx figures sourced from the Global Oil and Gas 
Exit List, “Global Oil & Gas Exit List,” urgewald e.V., November 2021.

29   “Global Oil & Gas Exit List,” urgewald e.V, November 2021. 

30  Banking on Climate Chaos 2022, p. 51. 

31  Andy Rowell, “As Millions Face Energy Destitution, Shell Reports Record Profits of 
$11.5 Billion,” Oil Change International (blog), July 28, 2022. 

32  “Big Oil Reality Check — Updated Assessment of Oil and Gas Company Climate 
Plans,” Oil Change International, Oil Change International (blog), May 24, 2022. 

33  Ella Nilsen and Rachel Ramirez, “Oil and Gas Companies Likely Underreporting 
Methane Emissions Leaks, New Investigation Shows,” CNN, June 8, 2022. 

34  Jordan Blum and Janet McGurty, “ExxonMobil Leans on Permian, Guyana for Major 
Production Growth,” S&P Global, 2 March 2022. 

35  “Cabo Delgado, Mozambique: A Resource-Rich War Zone,” Global Oil & Gas Exit 
List, urgewald, February 8, 2022; “Rovuma LNG Mozambique,” Banktrack, accessed 
October 13, 2022; “Say NO to Gas! In Mozambique Campaign,” StopMozGas, ac-
cessed October 20, 2022. 

36  Isabella Simonetti, “Exxon and Chevron Report Record Profits on High Oil and Gas 
Prices,” The New York Times, July 29, 2022. 

37  Andy Rowell, “American LNG Is Not the Answer to European Gas Crisis,” Oil 
Change International (blog), April 7, 2022; Robert Rozansky, “Gas Run Aground,” 
Global Energy Monitor, March 8, 2022; Global Energy Monitor, “How Long Does it Take 
to Build an LNG Export Terminal in the United States?”, April 2022; Clark Williams-Der-
ry, “Analysis Finds U.S. Can Increase LNG Shipments to Europe Without Building New 
Facilities,” IEEFA, April 6, 2022. 

38  Length of Pipelines under Development and Annual Capacity under Development 
figures and expansion companies sourced from the Global Oil and Gas Exit List, 
“Global Oil & Gas Exit List,” urgewald e.V., November 2021. 

39  Financing figures from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022. Figures are not adjusted 
to reflect the percent of overall production attributed to LNG for each company. 

40  “Gulf Coast Communities Fighting the Massive Buildout of Fracked Gas Exports,” 
Banking on Climate Chaos, March 29, 2022; “Louisiana Coalition Hits the Beach to Take 
Stand Against Gas Export Terminals,” Louisiana Bucket Brigade, July 4, 2022. 

41  “LNG,” Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, updated 22 August 2022. 

42  “120 Groups Urge Big Banks to Pull Support for Expanded Gas Exports,” March 8, 
2022. 

https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/zeroing_in_investor_briefing.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/zeroing_in_investor_briefing.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/zeroing_in_investor_briefing.pdf
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Reclaim_Finance_Coal_it_a_day_September_2022.pdf
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Reclaim_Finance_Coal_it_a_day_September_2022.pdf
https://shareaction.org/api
https://shareaction.org/api
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ac6228
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ac6228
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
http://www.priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2016/09/OCI_the_skys_limit_2016_FINAL_2.pdf
http://www.priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2016/09/OCI_the_skys_limit_2016_FINAL_2.pdf
https://priceofoil.org/2019/01/16/report-drilling-towards-disaster/
https://priceofoil.org/2019/01/16/report-drilling-towards-disaster/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1364-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1364-3
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_TechnicalSummary.pdf
https://www.vox.com/23009894/un-ipcc-climate-mitigation-report-ar6-summary
https://www.vox.com/23009894/un-ipcc-climate-mitigation-report-ar6-summary
https://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2020/09/OCI-Big-Oil-Reality-Check-vF.pdf
https://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2020/09/OCI-Big-Oil-Reality-Check-vF.pdf
https://priceofoil.org/2021/06/17/carbon-capture-five-decades-of-industry-false-hope-hype-and-hot-air/
https://amazonwatch.org/news/2022/0606-carbon-offset-briefer-a-leaf-out-of-an-old-book
https://amazonwatch.org/news/2022/0606-carbon-offset-briefer-a-leaf-out-of-an-old-book
https://carbontracker.org/reports/unburnable-carbon-ten-years-on/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/12/oil-gas-mega-projects-climate-iea-fatih-birol-carbon-bombs-global-energy-crisis-fossil-fuel
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/12/oil-gas-mega-projects-climate-iea-fatih-birol-carbon-bombs-global-energy-crisis-fossil-fuel
https://www.ienearth.org/indigenous-resistance-against-carbon/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/12/pakistan-floods-impact-years-crops-farms
https://www.hrw.org/asia/myanmar-burma
https://www.banktrack.org/news/nine_international_banks_invest_over_us24_billion_in_companies_linked_to_myanmar_regime_and_atrocities
https://www.banktrack.org/news/nine_international_banks_invest_over_us24_billion_in_companies_linked_to_myanmar_regime_and_atrocities
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/myanmar-brings-800-mln-april-july-gas-exports-2022-08-25/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-lays-landmines-around-chinese-backed-pipelines.html
https://www.cnpc.com.cn/en/myanmarcsr/201407/f115a1cc6cdb4700b55def91a0d11d03/files/dec09c5452ec4d2ba36ee33a8efd4314.pdf
https://bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/12/oil-gas-mega-projects-climate-iea-fatih-birol-carbon-bombs-global-energy-crisis-fossil-fuel
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/12/oil-gas-mega-projects-climate-iea-fatih-birol-carbon-bombs-global-energy-crisis-fossil-fuel
http://www.priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2016/09/OCI_the_skys_limit_2016_FINAL_2.pdf
http://www.priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2016/09/OCI_the_skys_limit_2016_FINAL_2.pdf
https://gogel.org/sites/default/files/2022-02/urgewald%20GOGEL%202021%20Methodology.pdf
https://global.insure-our-future.com/insure-our-future-2022-demands-to-the-insurance-industry/
https://bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://gogel.org/
https://bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/07/28/as-millions-face-energy-destitution-shell-reports-record-profits-of-11-5-billion/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/07/28/as-millions-face-energy-destitution-shell-reports-record-profits-of-11-5-billion/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
https://priceofoil.org/2022/05/24/big-oil-reality-check-2022/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/08/politics/oil-gas-methane-emissions-climate/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/08/politics/oil-gas-methane-emissions-climate/index.html
https://gogel.org/cabo-delgado-mozambique-resource-rich-war-zone
https://www.banktrack.org/project/rovuma_lng_project
https://stopmozgas.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/29/business/exxon-chevron-profit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/29/business/exxon-chevron-profit.html
https://gogel.org/
https://bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/case-studies/gulf-coast-lng/
https://labucketbrigade.org/press-release-louisiana-coalition-hits-the-beach-to-take-stand-against-gas-export-terminals/
https://labucketbrigade.org/press-release-louisiana-coalition-hits-the-beach-to-take-stand-against-gas-export-terminals/
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/03/120-groups-urge-big-banks-pull-support-for-expanded-gas-exports


P H O T O :   C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  R A L LY  A G A I N S T  A N N O V A  L N G  I N S I D E 
C A M E R O N  C O U N T Y  C O U R T H O U S E .

W A L L S T R E E T ' S  D I R T I E S T  S E C R E T22

ENDNOTES

W A L L S T R E E T ' S  D I R T I E S T  S E C R E T  23

PHOTOS: Community members rally against Annova LNG inside 
Cameron County courthouse; Blood Money Campaign; Healthy Gulf

43  Antonia Juhasz, “Halting the Gas Export Boom,” December 13, 2021. 

44  “Environmental Racism in Louisiana’s ‘Cancer Alley’, Must End, Say UN Human 
Rights Experts,” UN News, March 2, 2021. 

45  For diversified companies, figures are adjusted to reflect the percent of their over-
all hydrocarbons production attributed to LNG. Data drawn from Banking on Climate 
Chaos 2022. 

46  Data drawn from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022;  “Gulf Coast Communities 
Fighting the Massive Buildout of Fracked Gas Exports,” Banking on Climate Chaos, 
March 29, 2022. 

47  Antonia Juhasz, “Halting the Gas Export Boom,” December 13, 2021; Cathy 
Bussewitz and Martha Irvine, “As Natural Gas Expands in Gulf, Residents Fear Rising 
Damage,” AP News, June 2, 2022. 

48  “Local Residents Report Excessive, Underreported Accidents at Venture Global’s 
Calcasieu Pass Facility,” Louisiana Bucket Brigade, June 15, 2022; Ashley White, “Ac-
tivists Push Against LNG Plants, Want Renewable Energy in Southwest Louisiana,” The 
Daily Advertiser, May 24, 2022. 

49  Estimates from the Sierra Club. Alison Kirsch and Johanna Heureaux-Torres, “New 
Interactive Tool Shines Light on LNG Export Projects’ Financing and Climate Impacts,” 
Sierra Club (blog) October 3, 2022. For calculation methodology, see Cara Bottorff, 
“LNG Export Expansion Would Be a Climate Disaster,” Sierra Club, June 30, 2022. 

50  Naomi Yoder, “Plaquemines LNG Export Terminal, As Foolish as It Is Dangerous,” 
Healthy Gulf (blog), September 13, 2021. 

51  “LNG,” Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, updated 22 August 2022. 

52  Sierra Club and Rainforest Action Network, “Rio Grande Valley: At Risk From 
Fracked-Gas Export Terminals, 2022 Update,” October 2022. 

53  Gaige Davilla, “Court Rules FERC Failed to Accurately Measure LNG Plant Im-
pacts,” Port Isabel-South Padre Press, August 6, 2021. 

54  U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts, Brownsville, TX, 2021. 

55  Lesley Fleischman, Declan Kingland, Christopher Maxwell, Elena Rios, “Latino 
Communities at Risk: The Impact of Air Pollution from the Oil and Gas Industry,” Clean 
Air Task Force, League of United Latin American Citizens, National Hispanic Medical 
Association, September 2016; Timothy W. Collins et al., “Environmental Injustice and 
Hurricane Harvey: A Household-Level Study of Socially Disparate Flood Exposures in 
Greater Houston, Texas, USA,” Environmental Research 179 (December 2019). 

56  Bekah Hinojosa, “Rio Grande Valley Native Lands Under Threat by LNG Compa-
nies,” Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter, 21 November 2016; “Garcia Pasture,” World 
Monuments Fund, March 2022.   

57  “United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” United Nations, 13 
September 2007.
 

58  “Members – United Nations Environment – Finance Initiative,” accessed Septem-
ber 28, 2022.  

59  Oil Gas Policy Tracker, accessed September 28, 2022; See also “Leaders or 
laggards? Analyzing US banks’ Net-zero Commitments,” Sierra Club, November 
2022; See also “Time for Financial Institutions to Show Urgency on Halving Emissions 
by 2030,” Reclaim Finance (blog), February 2, 2022; Laura Bergamo, “Canadian 
Banks Will Get Kicked out of UN Net Zero Club Unless They up Their Game: Report,” 
Greenpeace Canada, August 31, 2022; “A Fig Leaf for Fossil Expansion: Assessing JP 
Morgan Chase’s 2030 Climate Targets,” Rainforest Action Network, May 2021. 

60  “GFANZ Releases Guidance on Credible Net-Zero Transition Plans and Seeks 
Public Input to Accelerate Action,” Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, June 15, 
2022. 

61  “‘Race to Zero’ Campaign Updates Criteria to Raise the Bar on Net Zero Delivery,” 
Climate Champions, June 15, 2022; “Race to Zero Clarifications,” Climate Champi-
ons, September 16, 2022. 

62  Christian Wilson and Ben Caldecott, “Financial Institutions Serious about Climate 
Change and Energy Security Need to End Financing Fossil Fuel Expansion,” Oxford 
Sustainable Finance Group, accessed September 26, 2022. 

63  Science Based Targets, “Foundations for Science-Based Net Zero Target Setting in 
the Financial Sector,” Version 1.0, April 12 2022, p. 43. 

64  Val Smith, “First Steps Towards Net Zero,” Citi Blog, March 23, 2021. 

65  Resource development and CapEx figures sourced from the Global Oil and Gas 
Exit List, “Global Oil & Gas Exit List,” urgewald e.V., November 2021. 

66  Financing figures from Banking on Climate Chaos 2022. 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2021-6-winter/feature/halting-gas-export-boom
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086172
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086172
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/case-studies/gulf-coast-lng/
https://www.bankingonclimatechaos.org/case-studies/gulf-coast-lng/
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2021-6-winter/feature/halting-gas-export-boom
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-climate-politics-lake-charles-043352f951b3c8fec787c51c6836a4ae
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-climate-politics-lake-charles-043352f951b3c8fec787c51c6836a4ae
https://labucketbrigade.org/local-residents-report-excessive-underreported-accidents-at-venture-globals-calcasieu-pass-facility/
https://labucketbrigade.org/local-residents-report-excessive-underreported-accidents-at-venture-globals-calcasieu-pass-facility/
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2022/05/24/louisiana-bucket-brigade-push-renewable-energy-swla/9830512002/
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2022/05/24/louisiana-bucket-brigade-push-renewable-energy-swla/9830512002/
https://www.sierraclub.org/default/2022/10/new-interactive-tool-shines-light-lng-export-projects-financing-and-climate-impacts
https://www.sierraclub.org/default/2022/10/new-interactive-tool-shines-light-lng-export-projects-financing-and-climate-impacts
https://healthygulf.org/2021/09/13/plaquemines-lng-export-terminal-as-foolish-as-it-is-dangerous/
https://sc.org/rgv-report
https://sc.org/rgv-report
https://www.portisabelsouthpadre.com/2021/08/06/court-rules-ferc-failed-to-accurately-measure-lng-plant-impacts
https://www.portisabelsouthpadre.com/2021/08/06/court-rules-ferc-failed-to-accurately-measure-lng-plant-impacts
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/brownsvillecitytexas
https://www.sierraclub.org/texas/blog/2016/11/rio-grande-valley-native-lands-under-threat-lng-companies
https://www.sierraclub.org/texas/blog/2016/11/rio-grande-valley-native-lands-under-threat-lng-companies
https://www.wmf.org/project/garcia-pasture
https://www.unepfi.org/net-zero-banking/members/
https://oilgaspolicytracker.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/10/leaders-or-laggards-report-analyzes-net-zero-pledges-big-us-banks
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/10/leaders-or-laggards-report-analyzes-net-zero-pledges-big-us-banks
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2022/02/02/time-for-financial-institutions-to-show-urgency-on-halving-emissions-by-2030/
https://reclaimfinance.org/site/en/2022/02/02/time-for-financial-institutions-to-show-urgency-on-halving-emissions-by-2030/
https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/press-release/54199/canadian-banks-will-get-kicked-out-of-un-net-zero-club-unless-they-up-their-game-report/
https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/press-release/54199/canadian-banks-will-get-kicked-out-of-un-net-zero-club-unless-they-up-their-game-report/
https://www.ran.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/RAN-Assessing-JPMorgan-Chases-2030-Climate-Targets-May-2021-1.pdf.
https://www.ran.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/RAN-Assessing-JPMorgan-Chases-2030-Climate-Targets-May-2021-1.pdf.
https://www.gfanzero.com/press/gfanz-releases-guidance-on-credible-net-zero-transition-plans-and-seeks-public-input-to-accelerate-action/
https://www.gfanzero.com/press/gfanz-releases-guidance-on-credible-net-zero-transition-plans-and-seeks-public-input-to-accelerate-action/
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/criteria-consultation-3-0/
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/race-to-zero-clarifications/
https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/news/financial-institutions-serious-about-climate-change-and-energy-security-need-end-financing
https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/news/financial-institutions-serious-about-climate-change-and-energy-security-need-end-financing
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/SBTi-Finance-Net-Zero-Foundations-paper.pdf
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/SBTi-Finance-Net-Zero-Foundations-paper.pdf
https://blog.citigroup.com/2021/03/first-steps-towards-net-zero/
https://bankingonclimatechaos.org/


P U B L I C A T I O N  D A T E :  November, 2022
PHOTOS: Marcio Jose Bastos Silva/ shutterstock; 1968 / shutterstock

BankingonClimateChaos.org

WALL STREET'S
DirtiestDirtiestSECRET

HOW FOSSIL FUEL EXPANSION  

DEPENDS ON BIG BANK FINANCE


