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-- MEDIA ADVISORY FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 13 --

HOUSTON’S “BILLIONAIRES FOR COAL” TO CELEBRATE 

MERRILL LYNCH’S INVESTMENT IN GLOBAL WARMING 
WHAT:
On Friday, April 13, the “Billionaires for Coal” will deliver bags of coal to a Merrill Lynch branch in downtown Houston and applaud the bank for putting coal and profits before human health and climate change. 

The theatrical demonstration will be one of more than a thousand events planned across the country as part of Step It Up, the largest national day of action addressing global warming in United States history. Rainforest Action Network activists will be at banks in several U.S. cities demanding that Wall Street’s leading banks get tough on climate change and stop funding new, polluting coal plants.
WHEN:
Friday, April 13 at noon 

WHERE:
Merrill Lynch office; 1221 MCKINNEY STREET (at San Jacinto) in downtown 
Houston
WHO:

 “Billionaires for Coal,” Rainforest Action Network and local groups
VISUALS:
Well-dressed billionaires holding bags of coal and signs supporting Merrill Lynch's financial support for TXU’s planned dirty coal plants. Counter demonstration by environmental activists with banner reading: “Merrill Lynch: Coal Investments Cook the Climate.”
WHY:
The “Billionaires for Coal” are among a select few that support Merrill Lynch’s funding of the U.S.’s dirty coal power expansion plan. There are more than 150 new coal-fired power plants currently on the drawing board, at a projected cost of $125 billion. Merrill Lynch, JPMorgan Chase, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, Morgan Stanley, Credit Suisse and Lehman Brothers are lead funders of new coal-fired power plants in the United States. 


Coal-fired power plants are the world’s largest source of destabilizing greenhouse gas emissions, and the push to build them is inconsistent with what needs to happen to address global climate change. RAN is urging banks to follow the recommendations of NASA’s chief climate scientist, Dr. James Hansen, who made headlines recently with his call for a moratorium on all new coal-fired power plants. A United Nations scientific panel that spent two years studying the issue has also recommended an immediate halt to the development and construction of conventional coal-fired power plants.

For more information on Rainforest Action Network, visit www.RAN.org.

For more information on Step It Up’s National Day of Climate Action, visit StepItUp.org.

###
  

Rainforest Action Network runs hard-hitting campaigns to break America’s oil addiction, protect endangered forests and indigenous rights, and stop destructive investments around the world through education, grassroots organizing, and non-violent direct action.
